
Sunday, Oc tober 15, 2006 
 
I’m sitting  here not sure wha t to say.  I know a  grea t 

way to sta rt this, but I don’ t know any other way of trying to 
get wha t seems like a  million d ifferent ideas out.  I guess I c an 
sta rt by saying tha t if you asked  me what I was going to be 
doing a  few months ago I would  p robab ly exc ited ly tell you 
about the sc hool p rogram I was involved  in and  what we 
were doing. Never would  you or I guess tha t I would  be in this 
situa tion, but a las we a re and  I say we bec ause through a ll of 
this I have lea rned  tha t I am not a lone.  I have gone through 
a  lot in the past few months and  I might be ab le to write a  
book just on tha t but tha t’ s not wha t I want to tell you about.  
I have lea rned  more in the past few months, and  I’m not 
ta lking about med ic a l ja rgon, I’m ta lking about life and  now I 
want to share a  little b it of wha t I’ ve lea rned .  There were 
many hardships tha t I had  to fac e as I went through this ordea l but the most wonderful thing 
about a ll these experienc es is tha t I never had  to do it a lone. While no one c ould  take my 
pa in away they were there to make sure I wasn’ t a lone.  Instead  they were there when I 
needed  someone to ta lk to, listen to sometimes too, but there is so muc h more to.  Peop le let 
me p lay jokes on them, whic h made me laugh, and  there is no better med ic ine than 
laughter.  Others let me c ry on their shoulder and  were strong but sometimes I had  to be 
strong and  lend  peop le a  shoulder to c ry on. 

 
So here is the b ig  sec ret and  it’ s not rea lly a  

sec ret but you never have to do anything  a lone. I 
a lways knew tha t my family and  friends were here 
for me but I never tested  the “ no ma tter wha t”  
sta tement out and  I guess leukemia  fa lls under 
tha t.  The funny thing  is tha t I never knew how 
muc h family and  friends I have and  not to mention 
a ll their family and  friends they have, bec ause right 
now I feel like I have the whole world  behind  me.  
It’ s amazing to think tha t a ll these peop le c a re 
about me and  I’m in your deb t forever.  I now 
know tha t I am not a lone and  I have the world  to 
help  me.  My parents, John Paul, Ka tie and  
espec ia lly Mary Rose (my BMT donor) have helped  
me so muc h espec ia lly by being a  normal family.  
All of your c a rds, p rayers, visits, Caring Bridge 
guestbook messages, g ifts, ema ils, voic ema ils, text 
messages and  this benefit for me and  my family 
have a ll been overwhelming, making me very 
gra teful to God  and  feeling  tha t you a re w ith me 
every step  of my journey. 

 
One of the most important things I do want 

to say is thank you.  I m ight not know who you a re 



and  you may not know me persona lly but tha t 
doesn’ t mean tha t I c an’ t say thank you.  I know 
tha t you a re taking time just to think of me now 
so I want you to know tha t I’m thinking of you 
and  I hope tha t you’ re having a  grea t day and  
tha t you’ re futures be full of many more.  
Though I w ish I c ould  be w ith you a t St. Margaret 
Mary’ s today, the doc tors have advised  me tha t 
due to my c ompromised  immune system, I stay 
out of c rowds. 
 
I do have a  spec ia l p rayer request: 
Blessed  William Joseph Chaminade was born in 
Franc e in 1761 and  bec ame a  d ioc esan p riest.  He founded  the Soc iety of Mary (Marianists) 
in 1817.  Members of the Soc iety of Mary serve the c hurc h in educ a tion, pa rishes and  mission 
work as p riests, b rothers, sisters and  lay ministers.  Blessed  Chaminade d ied  in 1850 and  was 
bea tified  by Pope John Paul II in 2000.  I was fortuna te enough to be in Rome for the 
bea tific a tion liturgy.  I ask everyone to join me in p raying to Blessed  Chaminade (‘Billy Joe’ ) 
for a  spec ia l favor to make me well.  Thanks! 
 

 
Prayer for the Canonization of 

Blessed William Joseph Chaminade 
 

O Lord, You are constantly at work in your Church and, through individuals and 
communities, You manifest Your Spirit for the good of your people.  In a special 
way You bestowed your spirit on your Servant, Blessed William Joseph 
Chaminade so that he might live fully according to the Gospel and with love 
devote himself to your saving work.  You have inspired communities of men and 
women to follow his example by consecrating themselves to You to serve the 
Church under the leadership of Mary.  We now pray to You to give us visible 
signs of your grace and holiness in his life by granting us the special favors we 
ask for Joseph Veasey through his intercession.  May the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit be glorified in all places through the Immaculate Virgin Mary.  Amen. 

 
www.c aringbridge.org / visit/ joeveasey 
        Love, 
 
 


